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At  the  Annual  Meeting  of  Stockholders  of  the  Union  Canal  Company 
of  Pennsylvania,  held  at  their  Office,  in  Carpenter’s  Court,  November  19th, 
1839,  the  following  Report  was  presented,  read,  and  accepted,  and  is  now 
printed  in  compliance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Charter. 

On  the  same  day  the  following  Gentlemen  were  elected  to  manage  the 
affairs  of  the  Company  for  the  ensuing  year. 


PRESIDENT. 


WILLIAM  BOYD. 


MANAGERS. 


JOHN  BOHLEN, 
THOMAS  W.  MORRIS, 


FRANCIS  G.  SMITH, 
JOSEPH  HOPKINSON, 
THOMAS  BIDDLE, 


CHARLES  GRAFF, 


CHARLES  DUTILH, 
GERARD  RALSTON, 
SIMEON  TOBY, 
FREDERICK  FRALEY, 
SAMUEL  V.  MERRICK, 
JACOB  GRATZ. 
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REPORT. 


The  close  of  another  charter  year  brings  with  it 
the  duty  of  presenting  to  the  Stockholders  of  the 
Union  Canal  Company,  an  account  of  the  operations 
of  their  improvement  for  the  past  season,  and  of  the 
present  condition  and  prospect  of  their  enterprise. 
While  the  Managers  have  to  congratulate  all  who 
are  interested  in  the  stock  and  loans  of  the  Company, 
on  a  considerable  increase  in  the  amount  of  tolls, 
their  felicitations  are  diminished  by  their  inability 
to  announce,  that  those  whose  patriotism  first  in¬ 
duced  the  commencement  of  the  connexion  between 
the  eastern  and  western  waters  of  the  commonwealth 
by  means  of  the  Union  Canal,  have  yet  received  any 
direct  remuneration  for  their  subscriptions. 

The  improved  condition  of  the  business  of  the  coun¬ 
try,  and  the  more  abundant  productions  of  agricul¬ 
tural  labour,  have  very  considerably  increased  the 
business  of  the  Canal,  which  has  remained  navigable 
throughout  the  usual  periods  of  transportation,  with 
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the  exception  of  a  few  interruptions,  caused  by  slight 
accidents  to  ihe  line,  or  arising  from  the  peculiar 


character  of  the  season.  The  early  setting  in  of  the 
winter  of  1838,  closed  the  Canal  by  ice  on  the  twenty- 
eighth  day  of  November,  which  was  several  weeks 
earlier  than  the  usual  average  of  the  seasons,  and 
very  sensibly  curtailed  our  receipts  for  tolls  for  that 
portion  of  the  term. 

The  navigation  was  opened  on  the  twenty-sixth 
day  of  March,  and  from  that  time  to  the  present  a 
very  active  trade  has  been  kept  up  on  all  parts  of  the 
line,  and  the  total  amount  of  tolls  for  the  year  is 
$135,103  73;  being  $11,588  27  greater  than  was  re¬ 
ceived  in  1838.  With  the  means  thus  placed  at  their 
disposal,  the  Managers  have  made  the  ordinary 
repairs,  and  maintained  the  Canal  in  a  state  of 
efficiency  to  meet  and  carry  the  trade  which  offered. 
The  interest  falling  due  on  the  several  loans  to  the 
Company  has  been  punctually  paid  for  five  successive 
quarters,  ending  on  the  sixteenth  day  of  July  last,  but 
an  anticipation  of  a  necessity  for  a  considerable  ex¬ 
penditure  for  repairs  to  prepare  the  Canal  for  business 
next  spring,  has  induced  the  Board  to  postpone  the 
payment  of  the  interest  due  on  the  sixteenth  of  Octo¬ 
ber,  until  they  were  enabled,  at  the  close  of  the 
season  for  navigation,  to  determine  whether  all  the 
means  then  in  their  possession  would  be  needed  for 
such  repairs,  or  any  part  of  it  be  liberated  for  pay- 
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ment  to  the  loanholders.  The  necessity  for  this  de¬ 
termination  has  grown  out  of  the  peculiar  position  of 
the  affairs  of  the  Company,  which  has  caused  the 
postponement  of  a  renewal  of  some  parts  of  the  work, 
under  an  expectation  that  the  bounty  of  the  Common¬ 
wealth,  which  has  twice  been  tendered  by  the  Legis¬ 
lature,  would  be  placed  at  the  command  of  the  Com¬ 
pany,  and  enable  the  Managers  to  enlarge  the  Canal 
and  Locks  to  a  capacity  that  now  seems  to  be  most 
favourably  regarded  for  economical  transportation. 
The  popular  sympathies  are  clearly  in  unison  with 
these  repeated  actions  of  their  representatives,  and 
on  the  failure  of  an  attempt  to  obtain  an  appropriation 
in  aid  of  the  Company  at  the  session  of  1838,  similar 
to  that  which  had  passed  in  1837,  a  convention  of 
delegates  from  all  parts  of  the  State,  interested  in  the 
improvement,  was  proposed  in  the  summer  of  1838, 
and  assembled  at  Harrisburg  in  December  of  the 
same  year.  They  unanimously  and  cordially  recom¬ 
mended  that  immediate  measures  should  be  taken  to 
enlarge  and  improve  this  important  link  in  our  public 
works. 

The  proceedings  of  the  convention,  and  the  several 
reports  made  under  its  authority,  of  the  trade  and 
resources  of  the  counties  immediately  depending  on  it 
as  an  avenue  to  market,  were  published  and  circu¬ 
lated  among  the  people,  and  eventuated  in  the  passage 
of  a  bill  appropriating  four  hundred  thousand  dollars 
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to  enable  the  Company  to  increase  the  capacity  of 
their  Canal,  and  facilitate  the  transit  of  coal,  iron, 
and  agricultural  products,  to  our  metropolis.  The 
sanction  of  the  Governor  has  not  yet  been  given  to  this 
bill,  and  its  fate  will  probably  not  be  determined  until 
the  assembling  of  the  Legislature  in  January  next. 

As  soon  as  the  Board  was  informed  of  the  inten¬ 
tion  of  the  citizens  of  the  commonwealth  to  hold  a 
convention  on  the  subject  of  enlarging  the  Union  Canal, 
they  determined  to  make  application  to  the  Canal 
Commissioners  for  the  services  of  one  of  the  principal 
engineers  of  the  State,  who,  under  their  instruction, 
should  make  an  examination  of  the  route  of  the 
Canal,  the  means  for  supplying  it  with  water,  and  the 
streams  at  command  for  that  purpose,  and  generally 
to  report  on  the  practicability  of  enlarging  the  capa¬ 
city  of  the  Canal  to  the  present  usual  size,  at  a  cost 
which  would  be  remunerated  fully  by  the  increased 
tonnage  it  would  be  capable  of  bearing,  and  which 
would  thereby  naturally  be  thrown  upon  it.  James 
D.  Harris,  Esq.,  very  favourably  known  to  the  com¬ 
munity  as  a  gentleman  of  high  professional  attain¬ 
ments,  was  kindly  and  promptly  named  by  the  Canal 
Commissioners  for  the  purpose,  and  was  engaged, 
during  the  months  of  November  and  December  of 
last  year,  in  making  the  examinations  required.  He 
was  accompanied  in  his  explorations  by  the  President 
and  resident  Engineer  of  the  Company,  and  his  report 
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is  of  a  very  flattering  character.  We  have  deemed 
it  proper  to  present  the  conclusion  to  which  he 
comes  in  his  report,  as  the  independent  and  impartial 
source  from  whence  it  emanates,  will,  in  our  opinion, 
inspire  full  confidence  in  the  feasibility  and  economy 
of  undertaking  the  proposed  change  at  the  earliest 
practicable  period. 

64  After  a  careful  examination  of  the  subject,  with 
the  investigation  of  which  the  undersigned  has  been 
entrusted,  he  has  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  the 
enlargement  of  the  Union  Canal  is  imperiously  called 
for  by  the  wants  of  the  public,  and  by  a  proper  regard 
for  the  interests  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  especially 
of  the  city  of  Philadelphia ;  and  having  settled  in  his 
own  mind  that  a  full  supply  of  water  for  the  increased 
trade  can  be  commanded  as  it  may  be  required,  he 
has  no  hesitation  in  recommending  the  work  to  be 
undertaken.  This  he  does  the  more  confidently  from 
the  conviction,  that  the  investment  after  the  enlarge¬ 
ment  is  completed,  will  be  greatly  more  profitable 
than  the  present  investment.” 

The  cost  of  the  enlargement,  taking  into  considera¬ 
tion  all  the  changes  suggested  by  Mr.  Harris,  will  not 
vary  sensibly  from  estimates  previously  made  under 
the  direction  of  the  Company,  by  the  resident  Engi¬ 
neer  ;  and  in  most  of  the  items  which  swell  the  cost 
of  the  undertaking,  no  inconvenience  would  be  expe¬ 
rienced  by  postponing  the  execution  of  them,  until  the 
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increased  trade  on  the  Canal  would  readily  furnish 
the  means  necessary  for  their  construction.  The 
Board  has  already  intimated,  that  owing  to  the 
uncertainty  under  which  they  have  rested  during  the 
past  season,  in  regard  to  obtaining  the  means  for 
enlarging  and  renewing  portions  of  the  Canal,  Locks, 
&,c.,  many  essential  repairs  have  been  postponed,  and 
they  recently  appointed  a  committee  to  visit  and  exa¬ 
mine  the  works  of  the  Company,  in  order  that  they 
might  be  prepared,  if  ultimately  disappointed  in  aid 
from  the  Commonwealth,  to  cause  every  part  of  the 
line  to  be  put  in  such  repair,  as  would  not  only  secure 
the  regular  passage  of  its  ordinary  trade,  but  in  all 
renewals  of  permanent  structures,  have  regard  to 
their  adaptation  to  an  enlargement  of  the  Canal. 
Directions  have  accordingly  been  given  to  the  resi¬ 
dent  Engineer,  according  to  the  recommendations  of 
that  committee,  to  make  active  preparations  for  such 
repairs,  by  transporting  before  the  close  of  the  season, 
lumber  and  other  necessary  materials  to  the  points 
where  they  will  be  required,  and  to  furnish  the  Board 
with  detailed  descriptions  of  the  work  to  be  done,  and 
estimate  of  the  probable  cost  of  accomplishing  it.  In 
making  these  repairs,  a  rigid  but  sure  policy  will  be 
pursued,  keeping  steadily  in  view  the  obligations  the 
Company  is  under,  to  give  to  the  loanholders  a  punc¬ 
tual  payment  of  their  interest,  and  at  the  same  time 
to  place  the  works  as  far  as  possible  beyond  the 
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hazard  of  accidents  which  might  render  the  Canal 
wholly  unavailable  either  for  revenue  or  business. 

With  the  exception  of  the  natural  decay  of  the 
mechanical  structures,  and  the  ordinary  wear  of  the 
machinery,  the  Canal  is  in  good  order,  and  in  all 
respects  it  will  compare  favourably  with  any  similar 
work  in  the  union.  Its  tolls  are  fully  equal  to  those 
derived  from  works  of  internal  improvement,  which 
are  chiefly  occupied  in  the  transportation  of  merchan¬ 
dise  and  valuable  agricultural  products.  Experience 
has  fully  shown,  that  the  most  valuable  tonnage  for 
Canals  is  coal  and  iron,  and  the  inexhaustible  supplies 
of  these  minerals  which  look  to  the  Union  Canal  for 
their  transit,  must  at  no  distant  day  yield  a  large 
revenue  to  the  Company.  The  Treasurer’s  accounts 
herewith  presented,  will  show  the  receipts  and  expen¬ 
ditures  of  the  Company  for  the  past  year,  and  an 
account  of  the  kinds  and  quantities  of  tonnage  which 
have  passed  over  the  line  during  the  same  period  is 
also  appended. 

By  order  of  the  Board  of  Managers, 

WILLIAM  BOYD,  President . 
Philadelphia,  Union  Canal  Office, 

November  19,  1839. 


Union  Canal  Company  in  account  with  Thomas  P.  Roberts ,  Treasurer . 
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Statement  of  the  Tonnage  which  passed  the  Union  Canal  from 
November  1st,  1838,  to  November  1st ,  1839. 

Flour,  72,908  barrels,  . .  15,456,587  pounds. 


Grain,  583,024  bushels, 

•  • 

• 

• 

.  34,981,434 

Whiskey,  8,980  barrels,  . 

•  •  « 

•  • 

2,694,022 

Iron,  bar,  pig,  rail  iron,  and  ) 

i  tons.  cwt. 

q- 

lbs. 

castings,  weighing  \ 

;  10,907  14 

l 

5 

.  24,433,283 

Iron  ore, 

8,436  4 

0 

22  . . 

18,891,774 

Coal,  anthracite, 

20,885  16 

0 

20  . 

.  46,774,132 

Coal,  bituminous,  . 

12,106  3 

2 

7  . 

27,117,849 

Lumber,  15,518,600  feet, 

15,518  6 

0 

0  . 

.  34,761,664 

Timber  in  rafts,  117  rafts,  containing  2,537,551  feet, 

5,684,102 

Shingles,  3,593  tons 

•  •  • 

•  • 

8,048,320 

Staves,  .... 

Gypsum,  9,022  tons,  4  cwt.  0  qr.  5  lbs.  . 

•  • 

20,209,733 

Fish,  15,330  barrels,  . 

•  • 

• 

• 

.  4,599,172 

Salt,  110,228  bushels, 

•  •  • 

•  • 

6,613,728 

Merchandize, 

•  • 

• 

• 

.  31,827,477 

Seeds  of  all  kinds, 

•  •  • 

•  • 

1,105,108 

Bacon  and  Pork, . 

925,072 

Queensware,  . 

•  •  • 

•  • 

806,838 

Leather,  .... 

564,042 

Nails,  .... 

•  •  • 

•  • 

2,224,280 

Butter  and  Lard, 

•  • 

• 

• 

504,793 

Sundries,  consisting  of  Tobacco,  Wool,  Lime,  Limestone, 

Bricks,  Grindstones,  Burrblocks,  Charcoal,  Live  Stock, 

Fruit,  Railroad  Sills,  &c.  &c .  21,080,463 

310,392,681 

Equal  to  138,568  tons,  3  cwt.  0  qr.  25  lbs. 
Amount  of  tolls  received  during  the  year  ending  Nov.  1,  1839,  $135,163  73 
Total  number  of  boats  which  passed  the  Canal  this  year,  8,240. 

THOMAS  P.  ROBERTS, 
Treasurer  of  the  Union  Canal  Company. 


Philadelphia,  November  1st,  1839. 


